
Applying to UC campuses 
and private universities



UC Facts

• 10 campuses however, UCSF is for graduate students.
• 90% of UC students are CA residents
• Newly enrolling students are well-prepared

• Average GPA: 3.86

•

• Remember: UC campuses admit students with a broad range of  academic 
achievements

• Apply Nov. 1 – Nov. 30 
• Apply Broadly!  UC application guide

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/_assets/files/how-to-apply/application-guide-freshman-applicants.pdf


Are you eligible to apply?

Eligibility
▪ A-G courses (Minimum of 15 A-G courses but 11 courses must have 

been completed by the start of senior year.)
• 3.0 GPA or above in A-G courses
• Some specific majors at various campuses recommend SAT subject 

tests. Click here for subject test info.
     

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/exam-requirement/sat-subject-tests.html


Application Timeline



Student Preparation

• Begin preparing for the application now – don’t wait until November.

• Check for available majors at: 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/check-majors/in
dex.html

• Gather materials (transcripts, test scores, honors/awards, etc)

• Your short answer responses to the personal insight questions are 
important!

 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/majors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/majors/


Comprehensive Review

Every UC Campus
• Receives the same application from you
• Looks for strong preparation and assesses student within 

context
• Looks at the full application



Comprehensive Review
The Comprehensive Review Fourteen UC Selection Criteria  (not listed in any priority 

order)
• 1. GPA
• 2. Test Scores (SAT or ACT)
• 3. Number of A-G courses
• 4. Number of honors, AP, and college courses completed
• 5. ELC (top 9% of graduating high school class)
• 6. Strength of senior year coursework
• 7. Utilization of educational opportunities available
• 8. Outstanding performance in an academic area
• 9. Outstanding work in an academic field
• 10. Recent, marked improvement in the last two years
• 11. Special talents and skills
• 12. Completion of special projects
• 13. Academic accomplishment in light of difficult life experiences
• 14. Location of high school and residence



UC Guarantee

▪ Top 9% of students of California are considered to be eligible based 
on the Statewide Path.  This distinction comes from the admission 
index which calculates the student’s A-G GPA and SAT or ACT test 
scores. These students are guaranteed admission to a UC campus 
but it may not be their first choice campus.

• Top 9% of high school class is considered to be ELC which is 
Eligibility in the Local Context. This distinction comes from the A-G 
GPA and measured against the GPA of the graduating class. The 
ELC students also receive guaranteed admission to a UC campus.





                                 Getting Started



Select  Fall Quarter/Semester 2020

Select Freshman level--even if you 
have college credits.



You will have a chance to see your entire app at any 
point by clicking on this link. 

 This is also the landing page for when you log back in 
after a previous session.



For a fee waiver-must report family size and 
income.



You don’t have to fill out the application sequentially but it is 
recommended.  Some pages rely on info being entered on 
previous pages.  If you navigate these pages out of order, a 
message will appear directing you to visit the previous page 
first.  You will be timed out after 20 minutes of inactivity.  You 
should always hit save at the bottom.



• You must select a major for each campus you’re
applying to.

• If available, you should select an alternate major. If 
a campus is unable to offer you a place in the 
first-choice major, the campus may consider you for 
an alternate major. Be sure the alternate major is in a 
subject area that you really want to study (and in 
some cases, it should be in a different area of study 
than your primary major).

• Majors are sorted by category or college. After 
selecting the major/alternate major, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and click “Save & continue.”





• Supplemental applications: 
Some majors require
submission of a supplemental 
application
• Professional schools and 
specialty programs
are likely to require multiple 
documents and a
supplemental application.

• If a supplemental 
application is required, the
information will be displayed 
once you select 
major/alternate major.



UC San Diego

1.  If you are admitted to SD, you’ll be assigned to one of the seven colleges 
on campus.  These are residential neighborhoods on campus with specific 
areas of focus and general ed requirements.

2.  In addition to selecting a major and an alternate major, you’ll need to 
rank the colleges in order of preference to have the best chance of 
assignment to the college of your choice.

3. The rankings do not affect the chances for admission to UC San Diego.



Have a hard copy of your most updated transcript for this part!





Use the courses from the drop down list

Sometimes the course name in the drop down list looks a little different than 
the course title on your transcript.  Use the best match and then make sure 
your counselor reviews your application to make sure everything is correct.

If you do not see an A-G course that you took listed on the UC-approved 
course list drop down after November 1, youcan self enter the course.  Please 
let your counselor know so we can look into this issue.



Dual enrollment/college courses

If you completed any college/university courses while in high school 
(including those completed as part of a dual enrollment program), you can 
add the college information after completing the high school section. The 
process is very similar to entering the high school information. 
If your courses were completed at a California community college (CCC), you 
should select the course taken, grade earned (or enter IP for In Progress, PL for 
Planned courses), and the A-G subject area in which the course fits.



Deadline is today for the SAT is Nov. 2nd

SAT-Dec. 7
ACT-Dec. 14
UC’s need official reports by end of December.

Releasing one official score report from 
ACT + essay) or SAT (+ essay) is all that 
is needed.  All UC’s will share the score 
report.



You will be asked about each of these exams on separate pages in this section. You’ll need to report 
scores if you’ve already taken an exam and/or indicate if you’re planning on taking an exam in the 
future. 
AP: Certain scores on specific AP exams can be used to meet freshman admission subject requirements 
not satisfied with coursework. Please see our website for more information on exam credit.
Scores must be self-reported on the application; official scores are not required until after you have 
accepted an offer of admission.



Avoid acronyms.
If you didn’t have time/opportunities to participate in activities, explain why.  Explain 
how else you used your time and if it was a choice or out of necessity.





If you’re interested in the Educational Opportunity 
Program (EOP), which provides support services 
when you're enrolled at UC, you’ll need to check the 
box on this page and provide a brief statement 
about why you’re interested in the program.



Copy and paste your insight 
essays from word or google 
after you have written several 
drafts and produced your best 
effort!



Personal Insight Questions (PIQ’s)

It’s a good idea to start brainstorming your responses early. Here are some 
more tips: 
• Use the UC PIQ's online resources with writing tips and a worksheet 
• Seek stylistic feedback from a trusted teacher, counselor or other adult 
• The word limit for each PIQ response is 350 words 
There is no advantage to answering any specific question. You should answer 
the questions you feel will best represent your background, interests, 
accomplishments, and context. 
• You’ll have 8 questions to choose from. You must respond to 4 of the 8 
questions.

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/freshman-applicants/personal-insight-questions.html






You are eligible for a fee waiver if:
• You are a U.S. citizen or permanent resident or you
attended a CA high school for at least 3 years; AND,
• You meet the low-income criteria.
• If you are on a non-immigrant visa, you are not eligible
for the UC application fee waiver even if you attended a
school in California.
• A UC application fee waiver is good for up to 4 campus
choices; you will be responsible for payment for any
additional campuses you choose to apply to.



• If you have a non-UC fee waiver or UC/CCC EOPS fee
waiver, you should select “Pay by check” and mail in the
fee waiver to the UC Application Center. Only one fee
waiver for up to 4 campus choices may be used.
• If you qualify for a fee waiver, you must select “Yes” to
accept it.
• If you make a mistake on the family income amount, you
can correct the information by clicking “Recalculate fee
waiver”; eligibility for the fee waiver will automatically
recalculate with the revised information.





• UC Application ID Number: This will appear on 
the page.
We strongly encourage you to write down or 
keep a copy of your Application ID number. This 
number is used
throughout the admission process to access the 
various campus student portals and, in many 
cases, to access your admission decisions.

• Print receipt & application: You can choose to 
print a receipt of you application fees or view 
and print the entire application.

• There are also reminders about what you 
should do after you submit your application, as 
well as instructions for making changes to an 
already submitted application.



UC Blue and Gold Plan

• Undergraduate California residents who file FAFSA or DREAM 
applications on time and are determined to have financial need 
and total family incomes under $80K per year will not have to pay 
UC’s system wide tuition and fees ($14,000) out of their own pockets 
for the first four years (two years for transfers) that they are enrolled 
at UC. 

• Eligible students may qualify for additional grant support to help pay 
for other college expenses.



Middle-Class Scholarship

At the $120,000 income level,  gift aid is replaced with the Middle-Class 
Scholarships. The Middle-Class Scholarship is a state funded scholarship
program that helps families that earn up to $177,000.
This scholarship is awarded on a sliding scale ensures that eligible students 
have enough aid to cover 10%-40% of their systemwide tuition and fees at UC 
or CSU.





Important!!
Information in the application is subject to verification. If you’re selected for 
verification, not responding to the request will result in a cancellation of your 
application, and the application fee will not be refunded. 
The verification process occurs in January and is communicated by email; you 
should check their email regularly. 
Campus portals (separate from the application)
 • By January, each campus you applied to will email you to create a login 
username and password for access to the campus’ applicant portal. This is the 
site where the admission decision will be posted along with other important 
information. 
• You should check each campus’ applicant portal frequently.



Independent and Private Universities

• Some require an essay some do not
• Sometimes are more expensive but they offer more financial aid
• Applications differ so be sure to go online and check deadlines
• Common Application is available now at www.commonapp.org
• About 500 universities (mostly private) use the common application.
• DO NOT PROCRASTINATE ON THE COMMON APPLICATION.  We will 

not check our e-mail over Winter/Christmas Break!

http://www.commonapp.org/


CSS Profile

• The CSS (College Scholarship Service Profile) is an online application 
from the college board that collects information used by almost 300 
colleges and scholarship programs.

• Check to see if your school uses this application: 
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServl
et/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv

• Nonfederal financial aid
• $25 for first report, additional reports are $16 (waivers are available)

https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv
https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/prf/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet/PXRemotePartInstitutionServlet.srv


Parts of the Common App

• Profile-personal info
• Family-parent info
• Education
• Testing
• Activities
• Writing-must choose one of 5 prompt-Biggest opportunity to show 

the admissions officers who you are as an individual.
• Supplements-many have questions/essay that allows you to 

indicate why you are applying to that particular college.



Tips for Common App

• Fees range from $25-$90 for submission.  There are fee waivers 
available.

• You have a 250-650 words for the personal statement.  There is no 
minimum word requirement for the “Additional Information” 
question.

• A counselor and teachers are needed to fill out the school report 
and teacher evaluations.  You must enter in their email 
correctly….and then follow up to make sure they received the 
instructions.

• Common practice is that students should waive their right to see 
the counselor School Report, teacher evaluations, and other letters.  
Colleges will put more trust in the recommendation.

• Read the entire application very carefully!



After you have submitted your 
applications………

• Be sure to have a “safe” email as colleges will begin communicating with you 
via email. Their technology will omit “inappropriate” email addresses. Parents 
are encouraged to have access to this email.

• RELEASE YOUR TEST SCORES!
• Should receive a confirmation 3-4 weeks after submitting your application
• Set up a portal account as per each college’s directions
• DO NOT MISS A DEADLINE! California colleges need to reduce admissions… 

don’t let this be a reason for your denial… Check your portal regularly—meet 
deadlines!!

• Placement tests……..pay attention to see if you need to take them in Spring 
2020.

• Apply for housing….Make the dorm deposit!
• May 1st is the most common Intent to Register date…
• Take notice of your student ID. Once you receive your acceptance all 

communication will require your college student ID…not your RBHS student ID.



UC Writing Exam

• 30 or higher on the ACT writing subtest, 
• 680 or higher on the SAT writing subtest, 
• Score 3 or higher on AP English exam 
• Pass Eng. 1A @ Shasta College with at least a “C”. 
• If the student doesn’t meet one of the above criteria they will have 

to take the writing test in May and the cost is $110. Closest campus 
being UC Davis. 

http://www.ucop.edu/elwr/index.html

http://www.ucop.edu/elwr/index.html


Legal name

• Please make sure that your student is enrolled at RBHS under their 
legal name (name on the birth certificate).

• Use your legal name on all college applications and FAFSA form.
• If not, your student is in danger of jeopardizing their ability to 

access financial aid.



Thanks for coming!

Make an appointment with your counselor if you need any assistance!


